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GE. two "principgl parts. "of feripture,, which it 


concerns us moſt to know, axe the Law and the 
Goa of %; He: who. can rightly, diſtinguiſh between 
theſe, ſaid Luther, i is, a, good divine;“ and we may 
add, that he who knows how. to uſe both ariglit, in 


an experimental and PLAGUFAY: manner, is a good 


chriſtian. 12 od Fo «th xy 


The nature and uſe of the N has been Already 
' conſidered, ,, The proper effect of i it is, the ſame in e- 
very beljeyer as it was in St. Paul. was alive 


without the law once; 3 but when the. commandment. 
came, ſin. revived and I. died.“ The perſon brought 
into this ſtate, will be put on the inquiry — How then 


can | come before God and hope for pardon ? If 1 the 


law beſo holy and, ſtrict —if it can do u or me, 
but convince me of ein, and condemn me fo 
what means can; I be accepted? 5 
Now there are but two ways that ever 12 5 propor- 


ed of God, or deviſed. by man: the one, according to 
the old covenants Do, and live : 7 the other, according 5 
to the new—“ „Believe, in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
thou ſhalt, he hayed.” fe Whatever, ways. and. means 


have been thought of, by people of all religions, they 

may be reduced to. theſe tw) o orks or Grace. © Ane 
theſe cannot be mixed ; for if, any merit be allowed to 
works, 
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works, there is an end of grace; and if ſalvation be of 
grace, then there is no place for the merit of works. 


It is of vaſt importance to be rightly informed on 


this head. This may be inferred from what St. Paul 


ſays of the Jews, Rom. ix. 30, &c. © The gentiles, 


faith he, who followed not after righteouſneſs, have 
attained to righteouſneſs, even the righteouſneſs which 


is of faith: but Hrael, which followed after righteouſ- 


nels, hath not attained to the law of Tighteouſnels.” 


This, you will ſay, is ſtrange ! What can be the rea- 


fon of it? He tells us, ver, 41.” 5 Becauſe they 


ſought it not by 1 0 klo then As it were by 
the works of the For they fabled at that 


tumbling tone.“ Alas, how many thoufands, call- 


ed chriſtians, have gumbled in the ſame way. God 


preſerve us from it ! How earneſtly did the good apoſ- 
'tle wiſh for the falvation of his miſtaken brethren. 
His «heart's deſire and prayer to God for them was 
that they might be ſaved.“ He ſaw, that while they 

| were looking. for life by their works, they were not in 
the way ar ſalvation. It is true, they had a great 
zeal for God, but it was good for nothing 3 it wa's 


founded in ignorance. T hey were ignorant of 


| God's righteouſneſs,” namely, this i in the text; and 


being i norant 'of this, and yet wanting a righteouſ- 


b neſs, wy they went about to eſtablim their o —they 


tried to ſet it up, and make it ſtand for their accept- 


ance; even their own poor, impetfect, ceremonial, 
and outward works; but they were totally inſufficient 
for that purpoſe: and thus, through the pride of their 
Hearts, which ſcorned to be intirely beholden to free 


grace, they refuſed to ſtoop, and ſubmit to be ſaved hy 
the righteouſneſs of another, even of Chriſt, who is 


aid i in the text to be the end of the law for righte- 


oufneſs 
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minds; while we attend to the three 9 particu- 
lars. 5 


A 
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I. . eſus Chrit, 57 his bates 200 deat, per- 


fe a perfect righteouſneſs, . e e ee 
II. In ſo doing, he is the end of the law; and, 


III. This righteouſhels i is given to every believer. | 


41 Feſus Chriſt, by his obedience an death, per- 
formed a perfect righteouſneſs, es. 


God made man upright.“ He ene Men a law 


to be the rule of his actions, ineluding a promiſe if he 


kept it, and a threatening if Be broke it. If he obey- 


ed the law perfectly, God would efteem him righte- 
ous. If he broke the law, he would be reckoned un- 
| righteous, - Adam fell ; and with him, all his poſte- 


rity,” Our nature is now corrupt; and we are worn | 


with enmity i in our hearts againſt God. The car- 
nal mind is not ſubject to the law of God, neither 
can it be, while it remains carnal. But the law is 
not altered. It requires, what it always did, Love. 
This was always due from man to his Creator, and 
always will, whether men pay it or not. If man re- 


füte to Fe it, he is a rebel and an idolater. The 


law: being everthe ſatne, it thunders out its dreadful 


curſes againſt every ſinner, for every ſin. But the 
law provides o remedy, It will not accept! of ſincere 
obedience inſtead of perfect obedience. It ſays not a 
word of accepting à ſinner's tears for payment; or ad- 


mitting his future obedience as a recompence for paſt 


fins.” No; it conſtantly demands ſupreme love and 


perfect obedienee; and condemns the finer for the 


| want of i it in a ſingle inſtance. 
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But what the law could not do, becauſe of the 
weakneſs of the fleſh, God has done another way.” 
God has ſent his Soft th be our righteouſneſs. | As 
the law could not abate in its demands, and muſt 
have obedience from the creature, or puniſh the ſin- 
ner, Jeſus. Chriſt, graciouſly undertook to obey and 
ſuffer for his people ; z.t9, obey. all the ,precepts of the 
law, and to, ſuffer all its pains: and penalties. The 
law required perfect obedience of them: Chriſt came 
as their ſurety to obey for them; and ſo, as it is 


written, By, the obedience of one mas MANY: be 


made righteous.” h 
„This, bleſſed. and comfartable Fake may. be fully 
proved from many ſeriptures. Take the following, 


2 Cor. v. 21. He hath made him to be fin for us, 


who knew no ſin, that we might be made the richte 
ouſneſs of God in him.“ | 
Jeſus Chriſt knew. no fin. He; was free F ſin 


in his nature; that holy thing which was born of the 


virgin, being the Son of God. His, whole life was as 
pure as his birth. He knew, no ſin in thought, word, 

or deed. He challenged his bittereſt enemies to prove 
him a ſinner Which of you, ſaid he, accuſeth me 
of ſin?“ Lea, the great enemy: the devil, came, and 


4 found nothing in him; “ no ſin in his heart; no ſin 


in his life. Thus was he the pure and ſpotleſs lamb 
of God, prepared to bear away the fin of the world. 
But Jeſus Chriſt, who, knew no, fin; was mais 


1 fs that is, by imputation; it was reckoned to him; 


put to his account; in the ſame manner as his righte- 
ouſneſs is imputed to us, or put to our account. Out 


of his g great love to his people, he became their ſure 


ty, to anſwer for their: fins, and to bear their puniſſi- 
ment. So the prophet Iaiah e chap Ih 4 &. 
"SER, TY 0 t re Me ney 


. 

64 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and- Pere 2 
ſorrows. He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions; h 
was bruiſed for our iniquities ; the Lord hath Wa vp- 
on him the iniquity. of us all.)“ 

| The deſign of Chriſt's being ade firs for us; 428 
60 that we. might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
him.“ Riwhteouſneſs is a perfect conformity to the 


law of God, without which: no maniean;be {aved;; for 


it is written, “ The wnrighteons hall hot inherit the 
Kidda ef God,” 1 Cor. vi. 9. Now we .are all 
unrighteous, | becauſe we have. broken the law. 
There is none righteous?” upon earth, in himſelf; 
44 no not one.“ And yet, without a righteouſneſs, we 
cannot be ſaved. What then can we do? Where 


ean we look ? Only to Jeſus. Surely ſhall one 


ſay, in the Lord have I righteouſneſs.” To him give 


all the prophets witneſs; for “ this rigliteouſneſs of 


God without the law, is witneſſed: by the law and the 
prophets.” Hear what the prophet Daniel ſays. of 
him, chap ix. 24.—** To finilh the tranſgrefſic ion, and 
to make an end of fins; and to make reconciliation for 
miguiy, and 75 bring i in everlaſting righteouſneſs.” | Al 
this Chriſt actually did by his obedience unto death ; 


and thus he became the end of the 8 wich! is the 


fecond thing we propoſed. „ ee 
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I. Jeſus Christ, by his righteouſneſs, is 5 f 


8 the end of the law : for, _ Gi 


42 Hereby he put an, end to the rats law, or 


| thoſe. ordinances, ſuch as ſacrifices, which were types 
or empblems of him. You may remember, that our 


| Saviour, juſt before his death, gried gut, “It 3s Aniſb- 
5 e a eee e had aid - My engage ments with my 
F. at] her 3 "anal he re, ee prophecies 
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are fullilled—my dreadful ſufferings are at an end— 
the ceremonial law is aboliſhed. ig 

2. The moral law, or law of the ten inan 


ments, was hereby ſatisfied and magnified ; according 


to the prophecy (Iſa. xlii. 21.) © He will magnify 


the law and make it honoufable.“ The hw muſt 
have its end, and be completely fulfilted,* or we can- 


not appear as righteous before God ; but we are unable, 
to fulfil it ourſelves. What we, however, could not 
do, He, as dur furety, has done. The law demands | 
a righteouſneſs of us; this 1 is the end; at which it aims, 
but we cannot effect it: Chriſt has done it for us, 

and is become the end of the law, for righteouſneſs to 
every one that believeth. With this the law is ſatis- 


fied, and, like the avenger of blood, purſues the ſin- 


ner only till'he takes refuge in Chriſt ; ; in him the be- 
liever finds a ſanctuary, and the law retires, fatisfied 


and well pleaſed for his righteouſneſs. fake.” R 
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We have 'onl now to ſhew, i in the * P 

Third pl Place, That this righteouſneſs, is given to Yn 
vey believer ; 3 or, that it is by faith we. become in- 
tereſted therein. DAT 

The ri hteouſheſs 3 out bõy Jeſus, * ve 


given to the believer; ſo St. Paul ſays, Rom, v. 46. 


The judgment was by one (offence) to condemna- : 


tion, but the free gift is of n offences By N 


tion.“ 


If e aſked, How can the: righteotiſis of ano- 
ther be made ours? We anſwer, in the ſame manner 
that our ſins were made Chriſt's, that is, by i imputa- | 
tion. Chriſt,, who had no fin of his own, was made 


| fan for us; reckoned as . ſinner, and dealt with as 


ſuch: ſo we, who have no righteouſneſs of our own, 
are made the righteouſneſs of God, in hin not in 


ourſelves, 


} 
f 
=! 


4 1 
ourſelves. The FR of the cect were not inherent 
in Chriſt, but put to his account; to the rigliteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt is not inherent in us, 'bur imputed ro 
us; and God js graciouſly pleaſed to deal with us ac- 


cordingly :/ { he treats us as if we had not fitined, and 


accepts us as. perfectly righteous, o that there is no 


| condemnation whatever to us. 


The nature of this may be farmen eh the deal- 


ings of mankind with one another. We read i in St, 


Paul's epiſtſe to Philemon, to whom he wrote in be- 


half of Oneſimus, a run. away ſervant, who \ was after- 


wards converted, deſiring him to receive him again 


« if he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, 
_ faith Paul, input 'it to ne; put it to my account. 
And thus it is with bondſmen, or ſureties, who make 


themſelves liable to pay the debt of another; what 
they pay is imputed to the perſon for whom they, are 
bound, and he is reckoned to have paid it, by them: | 


and thus, as a plain man expreſſed it, „the goſpel i is 
nothing but good news — that a rich man is come in- 


to the country, to pay poor people” s debts.) i 


Now this glorious gift of righteouſneſs becomes 


our's by faith; 3 it is therefore called the righteouſ- 


. neſs of faith; and ** the righteouſneſs of God which 


is by faith; and which is to, and upon all that be- 


ſieve, Hence, alſo, we are ſaid to be juſtified by 
faith; and eto be ſaved by grace, through faith. ? 


The perſon who has been convinced of ſin by the 
law, alarmed by his ſenſe of danger, led to ſeek for 
ſalvation, and enlightened in the knowledge of Chriſt; 


_ gladly receives this gift of righteouſneſs. ' He ſees no 
other Way. He is pleaſed with this way. He re- | 


ceives this righteouſneſs, ani relies > pete oe: * 
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1 89 * , * — 
1 $ 1 4 * 
. * *anpt n r be” 2 n "© 
of 


e 


we muſt always remember, that the only perſon : 


who can, or will receive this righteouſneſs, is one 


who has been convinced that he is unrighteous in 


himſelf; and ho is looking, out for deliverance from 
that gate in which the law. leaves. him. He hears the 


| propoſal of the goſpel ; aſſents to it as true; J delights. 
in it, as goad ; renounces all other ways of obtaining 


relief, and heartily conſents to be ſaved by grace a- 


lone. This is that faith frequently deſeribed in the | 


ſcripture by FREFIVINg rare to Chrift; and 
ae in, Christ, 
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And now, my dear friends, conſider, L e 
the great importance of this ſubject. That great Re- 


former, Luther," ſaid, that Juſtification by faith is 


that article on which the whole church mult ſtand-or 
fall.“ It was the pillar of the Reformation. It is the 
leading doctrine of the Bible; and it is an eſſential 
doctrine of the Church of Eagland. In one of the 
39 Articles, which you will do well to read, this grand | 
truth is thus expreſſed: We are, coed righte- 
ous before God, only for the merit of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, by faitlig 1 and not for our own works' or de- 


| ſervings. Wherefore, ' that we are Juflified by faith 


only, is a moſt wholeſome dottrine,” and very full of 
comfort.“ The prayer- book ſpeaks the ae lan- 


guage. Perhaps you may remember theſe expreſſi- | 


ons O Lord God, 'who feeſt that we put not our 
truſt in any thing that we do.” Again, We lean © 


| only on the hope of thy heavenly: grace. In another 
place We do not preſume to eome tg this thy ta- 


dae, et in our own righteouſneſs,” | 
Take 


a” 


10 

Take alſo a few paſſages from the book of Homi- 
lies. Man cannot make himſelf righteous by his 
ow works, neither i in Whole, nor in part; for that 
were the regteſt arroganey, and preſumption of man, 
that antichriſt could ſet up igainſt*God? to afSrm, 
that man might, by his own works, take' away his 
fins, and ſo juſtify” Himſelf. PL Un another place we 
have theſe excellent words, G Chriſt i is no become 
the righteouſneſs of all them that do truly believe in 
him. He, for them, paid the ranſom by his death, 
He, for them, fulfilled the Jaw in his life.“ 5 Once 
more, „This righteouſi 1els, which we" ſo receive of 


God's mercy, and Chriſt's merits, embraced by faith; 


is taken; accepted, and allowed bf God, Ji our 'pertet 
and ful Juſtification,” N rt v4 - 38 . LEED 4 


Think of this matter with relpert to dodrfethes, 
You tout. die. You muſt 3 appear before a holy God, 


Wie hates fin, and Has declared that the ſoul that fil 
neth” Mat die. "Are you not aſking—** Wherewith 
ſhall come before the Lord, and appear before the 
"moſt high God?“ You at now heard. Not by 
works f righteouſneſs which you "have done. Theſe 
are! imp zerfect and inſufficient. The beſt of them is 
mixed "ith fin. ' Truſt not to them. Renounce 
them all, and 23) wirh St. Pane,” ve Vea, "doubtleſs, 
aha 1 4 55 all things but dung ac Etols, that I may 
wih Chriſt and be found in him, not having mine 
own righteauImels,” but that” which is through the 
faith of Chriſt; the righteoulmeſs which is of God, by 
faith.“ If you truſt to any thing elſe; you << Rul⸗ 
trate, as much as you can, ehe grace öf- Bod, " 
and in effect ſay, TREE ach Chriſt died in 2 This 
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s 2 blaſphemy, n os b not intend: bs all fl | 
nehteouſnets; ſpeaks, this, horrid language, A1 137 
But 1 hope better things of you, my brethrer R, 1 


hope You arg convinced of in, and alſo, of tighteouſ- 


1275 z that you are hungering and thirſting after it. 
Be of R gaod comfort,; It is the gift of God, freely. 
beſtowed, Y without any deſervings on the part of the 
inner. Pray to God for faith. 5 is the work — 4 
the Holy Spirit to produce it. Faith. cometh by 
hearing. Continue to hear. his word; and expect, 
that, in, waiting upon Gog, he, wall enable, you to 
mix faith with, ity that, ſo, it may profit your ſoul. Sos; 
Have any of you, my brethren, put on the Lord 
jeſus? Is he, the, foundation, of your hopes? Is his 
nzhteouſneſs the. rock on, which you build the wed- 
ling garment in, which, you. reſolve: to appear before 85 
him f I call upon you to rejoice. Bleſſed are your eyes 
for they ſee, and, your ears, for they hear. Bleſſed is 
your heart, for therewith you haye believed unto fal- 
vation. Now you may. fay with the church ( Iſa. Ii. 
10.) ©, 1 will, greatly rejvice in the Lord; my ſoul 
ſhall be joyful i in my God; for he hath clothed mewith 
the garments of ſalvatior\.; 5 he Fra cavered me with 
the robe of diebe Happ) peliever. . go on 
thy way rejoicing, The king of death i is gone. Who 
ſhall condemn thee? God hath juſtified thee. Thou 
knoweſt i in whom thou haſt believed ; and he will aſ- 
ſuredly keep, that which thou haſt committed unto 
him. Wear this righteouſneſs, as thy breaſt- plate. ; 
It hall guard. thy heart from fear, in ſickneſs and in 
death. Yea, thus defended, thou ſhalt appear with 
boldneſs in the preſence of God. Filled with holy 
oy and gratitude, let thy lips and life proclaim the 
| | praiſes 


| praiſes of the Lord. Prove to all the world, that. the 


that this doctrine is according to godlineſs; and that 
the grace of God which bringeth ſalvation, teach- 


Where lies our firength to do. his will.” 


K f 


ſame faith which juſtifies the ſoul, ſanctifies the heart; 


eth thee to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and 
to live righteouſly, ſoberly, and godly, 1 in this w_ 
evil ward”; - Amen and rz 3 | 
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The Law Pa 8 diſtinguiſbed. 


HE fas commands, cal makes us know, 
What duties to our God we owe; 
" But 'tis the goſpel muſt reveal 


The law diſcovers guilt and finj | 
And ſhews how vile our hearts have been: 
Only the goſpel can expreſs 

| Forgiving love and cleanſing grace. 


What curſes doth the law denounce 

ainſt the man that fails but once? 
But in the goſpel Chriſt appears a | 
Fard' ning the guilt of num'rous years. 


_ My ſoul, no more attempt to draw 

Th life and comfort from the law; _ 
4 Fl. to the hope the goſpel gives: _— 5 | 
"The m man that 8 3 the Par. . { Wil 
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